asyndeton in the Gospel of John. The rules are precise enough so that they can be used in a sequel article as the basis for a test of unity of authorship.
Scholars have recognized for a long time that oun and asyndeton are unusually frequent in the Gospel of John, and that John's usage of them is at times somewhat idiosyncratic.' But now it has become feasible to give a more thorough explanation of the phenomena.
Linguists have, in the past decades, developed analytical tools for studying discourse phenomena, and in particular the interaction between particles and large-scale discourse features. Robert E. 3 I include among "conjunctions" all intersentence connectives, including the phrase dia touto and asyndeton (i.e. the absence of any explicit connective word).
4 De and oun are, of course, postpositive; kai is not. But this difference in word order does not affect the fact that their occurrences are to be defined in opposition to one another and to asyndeton.
5 Cf. John Lyons, Semantics (Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1977) I
